
	

October 17, 2016


Dear Parents & Guardians of School District 64 students,


I am writing to provide you with an update on student assessment. Reporting is an opportunity to 
review student growth and set learning goals. A global shift is occurring toward a student inclusive 
model where through reflection, students take ownership of their learning and understanding. This 
aligns with recent changes to curriculum and assessment in British Columbia. This shift is also 
supported by the Interim Reporting Policy that came into effect in the province on July 1, 2016 and 
stipulates that summative reporting will also include student self-assessment of the core 
competencies for students in Kindergarten to Grade 9. We anticipate that this will expand to include 
Grades 10 to 12 in the next school year.


You may be aware that SD64 was involved in the K-12 Innovation Partnership last year focusing on a 
“Communicating Student Learning” project. We have been accepted into the partnership for a 
second year and we look forward to expanding conversations related to the project. Information 
about the K-12 Innovation Partnership can be found at: here. Last year a videographer visited our 
district and captured the essence of, and philosophy behind, our student reporting initiative. The 
video can be found at: here. Additionally, we engaged students, parents, and teachers in a student 
assessment survey in the spring and the subsequent findings report can be found at: here.


During the current school year there will be a variety of ways for parents engage in conversations 
about assessment and reporting. Attached to this correspondence is a letter from Mike Bernier, 
Minister of Education, inviting parents to share their thoughts online. Additionally, the Ministry of 
Education will be holding community meetings in the coming months so parents can ask questions 
and share their input. In our region, the first opportunity to take part in a provincial parent 
engagement session will be held on Thursday, October 27, 2016 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm at Central 
Middle School in Victoria. Information: here.


I would like to express my appreciation to all of you in the Gulf Islands for your support of public 
education and the desire to work together to create meaningful and vibrant opportunities for our 
students.


Warm regards,


 
 
 

Lisa Halstead, Superintendent

http://k12innovation.ca/
http://sd64.bc.ca/communicating-student-learning-in-the-gulf-islands-school-district/
http://sd64.bc.ca/what-people-said-verbal-feedback-positively-affects-learning/
http://engage.gov.bc.ca/yourkidsprogress/communitymeetings/


 
 
 
 

 
Message from 

Education Minister Mike Bernier 
 
October 4, 2016 
 
Dear Parent, 
 
I’m writing today to ask you to share your opinions with the Ministry of Education as we work to 
update student reporting in kindergarten through Grade 9. Students in these grades are 
experiencing B.C.’s new curriculum in classrooms in every part of the province. 
 
We are adapting the curriculum in B.C. schools so kids learn the skills they need to succeed in our 
changing world. This means we also need to develop a new reporting approach. Right now the 
progress of your child is reported in many different ways, including report cards, parent teacher 
meetings, and regular student/parent/teacher check-ins. 
 
Reporting is all about keeping parents like you informed, and we want you to tell us HOW you want 
to be informed and keep track of your child’s progress. Until February 28 next year you can submit 
your thoughts online at engage.gov.bc.ca/yourkidsprogress. 
 
As well, community meetings will be held in 10 communities across the province over the coming 
months so parents can ask questions and share their input. Check the website for times and 
locations as they are scheduled.  
 
The ultimate goal of this engagement is to develop a student reporting process that gives families a 
deeper understanding of their child’s progress at school through timely and comprehensive 
information. We’ll gather the feedback and share our plan next June. 
 
Our education system is one of the most highly ranked in the world. Students are finding success in 
music, in academics, in sports – and in every subject in between. Together parents, teachers, and 
the education system are making sure we build on that for an even better tomorrow. 
 
For more details on our new curriculum, please visit www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca. 
 
Thanks for your help, 
 

 
 

Mike Bernier 
Minister of Education 

http://engage.gov.bc.ca/yourkidsprogress
http://www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca/

