
 MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING, PUBLIC SESSION
SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (GULF ISLANDS)

HELD WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2009 AT THE SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE

Present: May McKenzie Chairperson
Mike Krayenhoff Vice Chairperson
Bonnie MacGillivray Trustee
Susanne Middleditch Trustee
Rob Pingle Trustee
Pete Williams Trustee

Jeff Hopkins Superintendent of Schools
Rod Scotvold Secretary Treasurer
Sheila Miller Director of Instruction

John Nicolson GITA President

Regrets: Charles Hingston Trustee
Linda Underwood Director of Human Resources

The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. No community members present.

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Moved by P. Williams
Seconded B. MacGillivray
That the agenda for the Special Board Meeting, Public Session held 2009 04 22, be adopted as
presented.

CARRIED 42/09
2. LOCAL SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 2009/10

The trustees have reviewed all feedback received regarding a four-day instructional week calendar.

Chair May McKenzie read the Notice of Motion that was passed September 10, 2008:

That the Board of Education adopts a Local School Calendar for the 2009/2010
school year that reduces the number of instructional days by approximately 25 to 30
resulting in a four-day school week. The instructional time from these days will be
added to the remaining days of instruction. The resulting savings will allow the
district the intent to preserve programs and options for our students. The motion will
be tabled at the regular Public Board meeting on April 8, 2009 (revised to April 22,
2009 on February 11, 2009).

Main Motion:
Moved by M. Krayenhoff
Seconded by B. MacGillivray
That the Board of Education adopts a change to the local school calendar resulting in thirty (30) days
of school closure in 2009/2010. The instructional minutes from the 30 days of school closure will be
added to the remaining days of instruction.

Rationale: The implementation of an altered school calendar enables the Board to retain
educational programs and options for our students.

Chair McKenzie opened the floor for discussion.

Discussion included:
 Minimum days of instruction vs minutes per day. Some schools in other BC districts have to
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add minutes to their day whether it’s a five-day or four-day week
 The Ministry calendar changes from year to year in order to meet the minimum days of

instruction per year, i.e. Leap year, dates when school begins and ends, Easter Break,
Christmas Break

 Superintendent Hopkins spoke to the considerable impact on educational programs if the
district returned to the 5-day instructional week

 Returning to the 5-day week for elementary schools, while maintaining a 4-day week at the
high school. This scenario has been considered, but it would be inefficient and any savings
still would not meet the projected financial shortfall

Following discussion an amendment was made to the main motion:

Moved by P. Williams
Seconded by S. Middleditch
That the Board of Education adopts a change to the local school calendar resulting in 156 days of
instruction for the 2009/2010 school year.

Rationale: The implementation of an altered school calendar enables the Board to retain
educational programs and options for our students.

CARRIED 43/09

Chair McKenzie declared the discussion period closed and called for a vote on the motion.

The main motion, as amended, was adopted as follows:
Moved by P. Williams
Seconded by S. Middleditch
That the Board of Education adopts a change to the local school calendar resulting in 156 days of
instruction for the 2009/2010 school year.

Rationale: The implementation of an altered school calendar enables the Board to retain
educational programs and options for our students.

CARRIED 44/09

The final version of the calendar will be sent out to all schools and uploaded on the website.

3. ADJOURNMENT
Moved by P. Williams
Seconded by S. Middleditch
That the meeting be adjourned at 1:20 p.m.

CARRIED 45/09

Date: May 13, 2009 May McKenzie
Chairperson

Certified Correct: Rod Scotvold
Secretary Treasurer


