
    MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING, PUBLIC SESSION
SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (GULF ISLANDS)

HELD WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2009 AT SALT SPRING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Present: May McKenzie Chairperson
Mike Krayenhoff Vice Chairperson
Bonnie MacGillivray Trustee
Susanne Middleditch Trustee
Charles Hingston Trustee
Rob Pingle Trustee

Jeff Hopkins Superintendent of Schools
Rod Scotvold Secretary Treasurer
Linda Underwood Director of Human Resources
Sheila Miller Director of Instruction

John Nicolson GITA President
Marie Mullen GIPVPA Representative
Peter Price CUPE Representative

Regrets: Pete Williams Trustee

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Moved by M. Krayenhoff
Seconded by C. Hingston
That the agenda for the Regular Board Meeting, Public Session held 2009 02 11, be adopted as amended.

CARRIED 15/09
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Moved by S. Middleditch
Seconded by R. Pingle
That the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting, Public Session held 2009 01 14, be approved as presented.

CARRIED /1609
Moved by M. Krayenhoff
Seconded by S. Middleditch
That the minutes of the Special Board Meeting, Public Session held 2009 01 28, be approved as presented.

CARRIED 17/09
3. BUSINESS ARISING

4. DELEGATIONS

5. TRUSTEE’S SCHOOL REPORTS
 Fernwood Elementary School

K registration Feb. 23-26; PAC meeting tonight; March 3, concert and bake sale; February 9 is
family swim night; DPAC Parent Retreat on February 27

 Fulford Community Elementary School
Mondays at 10:20 a.m., whole school meetings – class reports, singing of songs, readers’ theatre;
FSAs and retirement lunches are topics of staff discussions; Country Dance tonight; swimming;
attended PAC meeting – lots of topics and people who will tend to them

 Galiano Community School
Music program – younger classes; older class – cooking on Tuesdays, groups of 4 and parent do
cooking and share with whole school; partnership with Galiano Food program – seniors partnered
with students in older class to compile a cook book within a year, will test recipes, expand garden
for ingredients, cook book will be done with desk top publisher; swimming in Victoria once a week
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which is funded by PAC; kids in older class are certified in first aid; emergency kits to be bought
within 2 weeks

 Gulf Islands Secondary School
Basketball happening; such a busy school with so much going on at every level; teacher Rob Griffith
taking 10 students to Japan for 2 weeks; peer counselling, leadership, student government groups;
auditions for student directed plays coming up; I-Sea Fellowship Program; student survey on public
transit system and then students will present info to the transit committee; DPAC Parent Retreat on
Feb. 27

 Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
Annual ski trip very successful; Jump Rope for Heart; bicycle repair workshop – teaches kids to be
independent and do own bike maintenance; FSAs on Feb. 17 and 24

 Pender Islands Elem./Sec. School
No report. Trustee Williams absent.

 Phoenix Elementary School
Trustees visited school on Jan. 28; LDP program is amazing – led by teacher Geri Charlton; visited
middle years classroom – kids shared what projects they are doing; whole school meetings – alternate
afternoon and evening meetings to accommodate parents

 Saltspring Island Middle School
Phase 2 of seismic upgrades, everything moving according to schedule; Dr. Gabor Maté presentation
in the evening on Feb. 27 in the GISS multipurpose room; student Lilith Bentley on a reality TV
program

 Salt Spring Elementary School
February is reading blitz month; author of children’s’ books, Margriet Ruurs, will visit the school to
talk about the writing process; Scrabble Tournament to be held Feb. 25 at the school to raise money
for the Stephen Lewis Grandmothers to Grandmothers project; Eat Well and Get Moving program;
ELF has expanded to evenings – first Tuesday of every month, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in order to be
inclusive of anyone who works in the day

 Saturna Elementary School/SEEC
Lots of field trips to Salt Spring – swimming, cheese factory Phoenix and SSE schools; Mondays –
weaving with Theresa; second semester has 14 students; new teacher John Topham

6. CORRESPONDENCE
(a) Letter from Saltspring United Football Club

Letter from Graham Tweddle of the football club requesting use of district fields for the annual
Challenge Cup Tournament to take place on May 16-18, 2009. On behalf of the Board, Mr. Scotvold
will approve the use of school fields at GISS, Fernwood and SIMS.

7. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
(a) Local School Calendar – Timelines

At the April 8 Board meeting, the trustees will review all feedback and financial information. On April
22, there will be a Special Board meeting at 1:00 p.m. at the School Board Office. At this time, the
Board of Education will make a decision on whether or not to adopt the local school calendar for the
2009/2010 school year.

Four-Day Week Notice of Motion and Motion Change of Date
Notice of Motion:
Moved by B. MacGillivray
That the Board of Education adopts a Local School Calendar for the 2009/2010 school year that
reduces the number of instructional days by approximately 25 to 30 resulting in a four-day school
week. The instructional time from these days will be added to the remaining days of instruction. The
resulting savings are intended to allow the district to preserve programs and options for our students.
The motion will be tabled at a Special Public Board meeting on April 22, 2009 at the School Board
Office.
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Moved by B. MacGillivray
Seconded by S. Middleditch
To give ample time for public input and discussion, be it resolved that the Board of Education will
consult with the community in accordance with the School Act and the School Calendar Regulation to
seek input and feedback regarding the proposed Local School Calendar. Written submissions may be
made to the Board throughout the school year until April 22, 2009. Additionally, time will be allotted
for public input on each island community immediately following the Regular Public Board meeting
held on each island. Proper notice will be given in each community as to the time and date of these
meetings.

CARRIED 18/09
8. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

(a) Program Delivery Task Force
Mr. Hopkins gave a brief summary of the Program Delivery Task Force meeting held January 20,
2009. Highlights included:

 Math workshops – numeracy is a focus in lots of districts. Math curriculum is changing
 ELF centres – offering an evening option once a month. Pilots on Outer Islands continuing and

going well
 Gifted students – supports students in their area of strength. Students can self-select areas of

program that they are interested in. Will report to the Board at year end
 LDP (Learning Design Partners) has 36 students enrolled (Phoenix El). Spring Leaves – hybrid

program on Pender
 Review of French Programs – led by Ann Donahue. What is our program? What are the

challenges? Where are we heading? What do we want it to look like and how do we support
that vision?

(b) February 27 – District Day
Dr. Gabor Maté is the guest presenter at ArtSpring on Friday, February 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
In the morning, he will focus on working with students. In the afternoon, he will “invite us to examine
our own lifestyle and health”. He will also be a guest at the DPAC Parents’ Retreat from 3:15 to 4:15
p.m. at GISS and again later in the evening, which will be hosted by the SIMS PAC.

(c) Education Week Supplement
The Education Week supplement will be in the Driftwood on March 4. This year we would like to
describe the culture of the school district and programs in more detail. Each principal will have the
opportunity to give an account of the general nature of their school or focus on a favourite program or
two.

(d) FSA
The Foundation Skills Assessment, which is designed to show general skill in numeracy, reading and
writing based on BC curriculum, is nearly completed. The FSAs are required by the Ministry of
Education as per the School Act to be completed by students in Grades 4 and 7 across the province. The
writing of these assessments can often be controversial and Mr. Hopkins spoke specifically to the use
of FSAs in our district – how they are administered, who administers and scores them and how the
results are expressed. They “do not determine a student’s standing in Grade 4 or 7 and the results are
used only as one small piece of a large body of information to make decisions about individuals or
school or district programs or initiatives”.

The Fraser Institute uses only the information from the FSAs to rank schools in BC, and, as we are a
small district with many multi-age classes, “we either receive no ranking at all, or we receive rankings
that can fluctuate by over 300 places if even one student does particularly well or particularly poorly”.
Teachers in our district use the BC Performance Standards, “a well-researched, well-developed, and
valid approach to assessing students’ skills in comparison with an accepted standard”. We encourage
parents to speak with their child’s teacher during the school year to find out more information on their
child’s progress.
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(e) Educational Field Trip to Japan
GISS teacher Rob Griffiths is requesting Board approval for a cultural exchange and sightseeing trip to
Japan for ten Grade 10-12 students from March 12 to 27, 2009. He prepared a very extensive package
which outlines daily itinerary and transportation. Our district has had had a relationship with Sundai
Ikuei Gakuen High School for a long time and their students will come here in the fall. International
students have also come from this area to attend our International program at GISS.

Moved by C. Hingston
Seconded by B. MacGillivray
That the Board of Education approves educational field trip #68 for ten GISS students to travel to Japan
from March 12 to 27, 2009 for homestay, sightseeing and cultural study experiences.

CARRIED 19/09
(f) Student Support Services – Sheila Miller

Ms Miller, Director of Instruction, Student Support Services presented Board members with a report
detailing the different designations/categories of students, the funding associated with each
designation/category and what the funding supports. She also explained the trends over time on a
provincial level, with respect to increase or decrease in numbers in specific categories regarding
students with special needs.

9. CORPORATE FINANCIAL OFFICER’S REPORT
(a) Monthly Financial Report

The monthly expenditure report indicates that with 58.33% of the year completed, 55.51% of the
budget has been expended. We are 2.82% below budget at this time. Last year we were 2.83% below
budget at this time.

(b) Seismic Update – SIMS
The Grade 8 wing now has partial occupancy of four classes. So far the project is on schedule and on
budget and is moving along smoothly.

(c) Capital Project Bylaw Amendment No. 115890-A
We have received a further $7,200.00 from the Ministry which will go towards a bus purchase. An
amendment is required for Bylaw No. 115890 which was approved January 28, 2009.

Moved by C. Hingston
Seconded by M. Krayenhoff
That there is unanimous agreement to read Capital Project Bylaw No. 115890-A in the amount of
$143,000.00 three times in one meeting.

CARRIED 20/09
Moved by S. Middleditch
Seconded by B. MacGillivray
That Capital Project Bylaw No. 115890-A in the amount of $143,000.00 be read a first time and
approved.

CARRIED 21/09
Moved by R. Pingle
Seconded by S. Middleditch
That Capital Project Bylaw No. 115890-A in the amount of $143,000.00 be read a second time and
approved.

CARRIED 22/09
Moved by C. Hingston
Seconded by M. Krayenhoff
That the Capital Project Bylaw No. 115890-A in the amount of $143,000.00 be read a third time,
passed and adopted.

CARRIED 23/09
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10. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Policy Committee

(i) Life Threatening Allergies and Anaphylaxis – Procedure #535
No further input has been received by the Principal/Vice Principal group. The revised procedure is
now ready to be uploaded on the website.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

12. QUESTION PERIOD

13. NEXT MEETING DATES
(a) Committee Day – February 25, 2009 at the School Board Office
(b) Regular Board Meeting – March 11, 2009 at Galiano Community School

14. ADJOURNMENT
Moved by R. Pingle
Seconded by B. MacGillivray
That the meeting be adjourned at 3:05 p.m.

CARRIED 24/09

Date: March 11, 2009 May McKenzie
Chairperson

Certified Correct: Rod Scotvold
Secretary Treasurer

LOCAL SCHOOL CALENDAR CONSULTATION FOR 2009/2010

No discussion. (1 community member present).


