
    MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING, PUBLIC SESSION
SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (GULF ISLANDS)

HELD WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2008 AT GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL

Present:  May McKenzie Chairperson 
  Bonnie MacGillivray Trustee

 Pete Williams Trustee
 Susanne Middleditch Trustee

 Wolfgang Temmel Trustee
 Charles Hingston Trustee
 
 Jeff Hopkins Superintendent of Schools 
 Rod Scotvold Secretary Treasurer
 Linda Underwood Director of Human Resources

 Sheila Miller Director of Instruction
 
 John Nicolson GITA President 
 Mike Bath CUPE President (arrived at 1:40 p.m.)
 Peter Price CUPE Representative 
 Judy Raddysh GIPVPA Representative
 Rio Bates DPAC Representative
       

 Regrets: Mike Krayenhoff Vice Chairperson
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. Chair McKenzie announced that Trustee Wolfgang Temmel 
decided not to run again for school trustee and this Board meeting would be his last. She thanked him on 
behalf of the Board for all his work during the past 3 years. Trustee Temmel responded that his term was “a 
great learning experience”. He wished to publicly thank the community for allowing him to represent it. His 
primary focus at present is his family and because of the time commitments as trustee he decided not to run 
again.

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Moved by W. Temmel
Seconded by B. MacGillivray
That the agenda for the Regular Board Meeting, Public Session held 2008 11 12, be adopted as amended. 

CARRIED 73/08
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 Moved by W. Temmel
 Seconded by C. Hingston

That the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting, Public Session held 2008 10 12, be approved as presented. 
CARRIED 74/08

3. BUSINESS ARISING

4. DELEGATIONS 

5. TRUSTEE’S SCHOOL REPORTS 
 Fernwood Elementary School

No report. Trustee Krayenhoff absent.
 Fulford Community Elementary School

No report. Trustee Krayenhoff absent.
 Galiano Community School

Knitting in older classes, more community members joining in; hoping to begin “fabric art”; 
basketball Wednesday afternoons; Trustee MacGillivray joined in the provincial wide “walk to 
school”; Remembrance Day service; Peace posters done by students
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 Gulf Islands Secondary School
Remembrance Day ceremony; sports teams wrapping up for fall; 14 students going to provincials 
from swim team; “X” block is proving to be more successful this year; student leadership very 
progressive this month; “earth” group looking at school-wide projects, focus on environmental 
responsibilities

 Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
At PAC meeting in November a DPAC rep was elected; 125th school anniversary was very 
successful, special thanks to Dave Henshall for removing old building during the summer to make 
way for the development of the centennial garden; sheets of paper on walls called the “Memory 
Wall” – for people to share their memories over the years; Halloween Day – great costumes and fun; 
Remembrance Day ceremony 

 Pender Islands Elem./Sec. School
Home-schoolers made field trip to Saturna – very positive experience; pumpkin carving; 
Remembrance Day ceremony involved whole school going up to the cemetery, lead by the Pipe 
Band; each students takes a candle to a veteran’s grave, then all make their way to the Legion for 
donuts and coffee; all students behaved very well and respectfully; report cards coming up; PAC 
sponsors free lunch on Fridays; fund raising goal is to send the whole Pender student population to 
the Olympic events; have applied for specific tickets for venues in Richmond and Vancouver; 
students grew all ingredients in their garden to make vegetarian pizza 

 Phoenix Elementary School   
Swimming on Thursdays followed with hot lunches; sewing exploration; bus safety speaker 
tomorrow; PAC meeting Nov. 19; thanks to Dave Henshall and maintenance crew for upgrades to the 
building and grounds

 Saltspring Island Middle School
Pumpkin carving; store is open, meeting new health and food guide recommendations; Pyjama day 
in October; trustees visited school today to check out the seismic upgrade progress; PAC meeting 
tonight

 Salt Spring Elementary School
Students attended the Remembrance Day Ceremony at GISS; $3,600 made at Book Fair; Spirits had 
retreat at the Community Gospel Church – funded by PAC; Thrifty Smile Card system is very 
successful for fundraising; field trip to Goldstream today

 Saturna Elementary School/SEEC
Video on work that Saturna students are doing with regard to the 21st Century Learning Initiative, 9 
hours of filming condensed to 20 minutes; titled Evolving Education, Learning in the 21st Century 
(John Abbott). Thank you to the Canadian Council on Learning for the funding to make the video. 
More editing is required before distribution.

6. CORRESPONDENCE
(a) 2008 Final Report from Conservancy

Final report prepared and submitted by Sarah Bateman, Program Coordinator and Jean Gelwicks, 
School Committee Chair. The report is a synopsis of the program that ran in the 2007/2008 school year 
while acknowledging that the program and field trips rely entirely on volunteers. The total number of 
volunteer hours was 1470. The program was led by 46 field trip volunteers and instructors and enjoyed 
by 30 teachers, 700 students in grades 1 to 8 and approximately 50 parents.

7. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
(a)Trustee Appointment

There is one seat available on the Board as only two trustees from Salt Spring are returning and were 
acclaimed. Three trustees are required for representation from Salt Spring Island. The Board will be 
accepting expressions of interest from qualified individuals. A notice will be placed in the November 
19 edition of the Driftwood. Expressions of interest should be accompanied by a statement of up to 500 
words outlining reasons for wanting to be a Board of Education Trustee. Submissions will be accepted 
until 4:00 p.m. on November 25, 2008.
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(b)Letter from Rob Griffith
Letter received from Rob Griffith, teacher at GISS, informing the Board of a student exchange trip to 
Sendai, Japan. Ten students and 2 adult chaperones will visit Sendai during Spring Break 2009 and host 
students from Sendai Ikuei Gakuen high school in September/October 2009.

8. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
(a) Program Delivery Task Force

Mr. Hopkins gave a brief summary of the Program Delivery Task Force meeting held October 21, 2008. 
Highlights included the diversity of programs in the district and the goal to define them more clearly 
and channel them under one umbrella.

(b) Rural Schools Conference
Steve Dunsmuir, founder and coordinator of the SEEC program, and students from the SEEC program 
presented at the Rural Schools Conference held October 22-24 in Vancouver. The conference was very 
well attended and the students were great ambassadors answering many detailed questions. 

(c) Website Additions
Mr. Hopkins informed Board members that there have been additions to the website with more student, 
teacher and parent resources. The Aboriginal Education website has been upgraded and the 
Enhancement Agreement has been added. The Gulf Islands Families Together Society (GIFTS) website 
will soon be available.

(d) Parent Resource
Mr. Hopkins is working with graphic and comic book artist, Jeanine Johnson to develop a resource of 
information for parents. It will be online to begin with and may be followed by a handbook. Hope to 
have it completed and ready by March 2009.

9. CORPORATE FINANCIAL OFFICER’S REPORT
(a) Financial Report

The monthly expenditure report indicates that with 25.00% of the year completed, 19.46% of the 
budget has been expended. We are 5.54% below budget at this time.

(b) School Bus
As part of the 2008/2009 Capital Plan, the district has received $135,800 in funding to replace a school 
bus.

(c) Seismic Revisions at SIMS
The seismic upgrading to SIMS began in September 2008 and is progressing well, is on time and on 
budget. Recently problems have been identified with Phase 3, which is the music and dance room. This 
section of the school was a temporary add-on and is atypical construction. It will cost approximately 
$200,000 to upgrade this section, which was originally projected at $50,000. Mr. Scotvold has 
confirmed with the Ministry that the district can redirect the funds to the Grade 8 wing if the Board 
decides to demolish the add-on section (Phase III).

Moved by C. Hingston
Seconded by P. Williams
That the Board of Education agrees to proceed with the demolition of the Phase III structure and direct 
any surplus funds to upgrading the Phase IV structure (Grade 8 wing).

CARRIED 75/08
10. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) Policy Committee – Notices of Motion
(i) Transporting Students (booster seats)

Amendments have been made to Procedure #705 (Student Transportation) to incorporate new 
legislation regarding booster seat usage and student weight and height. A draft volunteer driver 
registration form has been developed and will also become part of this procedure. A question was 
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asked if our policy addressed the issue of students driving students. It is not part of our policy and 
will be forwarded to the Policy Committee for further discussion and development.

(ii)Life Threatening Allergies and Anaphylaxis
 Procedure #535 – still in draft form.

(iii) Code of Conduct 
Procedure #524 – still in draft form.

The above procedures are not ready to be sent out as Notices of Motion at this point. They will be 
brought forward to the Policy Committee for further discussion.

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

12. QUESTION PERIOD  

13. NEXT MEETING DATES
 (a) Committee Day – November 26, 2008 at the School Board Office
(b) Regular Board Meeting – December 03, 2008 at the School Board Office

14. ADJOURNMENT
 Moved by W. Temmel
 Seconded by S. Middleditch
 That the meeting be adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

CARRIED 76/08

Date:  December 3, 2008  May McKenzie  
     Chairperson

Certified Correct: Rod Scotvold
    Secretary Treasurer

LOCAL SCHOOL CALENDAR CONSULTATION FOR 2009/2010

No discussion. (0 community members present).


