
 MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING, PUBLIC SESSION
BOARD OF EDUCATION – SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (GULF ISLANDS)
HELD WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2009 AT PENDER ISLANDS SCHOOL

Present: May McKenzie Chairperson 
Bonnie MacGillivray Trustee
Pete Williams Trustee
Charles Hingston Trustee
Rob Pingle Trustee

Jeff Hopkins Superintendent of Schools
Rod Scotvold Secretary Treasurer
Linda Underwood Director of Human Resources
Sheila Miller Director of Instruction
Dawne Fennell Executive Assistant

John Nicolson GITA President
Peter Price CUPE Representative
Martin Blakesley GIPVPA Representative

Regrets: Mike Krayenhoff Vice Chairperson
Susanne Middleditch Trustee

The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m.

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
It was moved and seconded that the agenda for the Regular Board Meeting, Public Session held 2009 05 13,
be adopted as amended with the following additions:

8 (f) Field Trip to Quadra
CARRIED 46/09

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting, Public Session held 2009 04
08, be approved as presented.

CARRIED 47/09

It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Special Board Meeting, Public Session held 2009 04 22,
be approved as presented.

CARRIED 48/09
3. BUSINESS ARISING

4. DELEGATIONS
(a) Spring Leaves Students and Little Red Hen Project

Teacher Julie Johnston along with Kenta, a student of the Spring Leaves Little Red Hen project,
created a video of students’ involvement in cutting, threshing and grinding organic wheat to
make pizza dough. Kenta’s father, Arthur is an organic wheat farmer. The students are also
growing vegetables/herbs in their garden to be used in pizza making as well.

(b) Patrick Smith – Ptarmigan Update
Patrick Smith is the artistic director of Ptarmigan Music and Theatre Society, a non-profit voluntary
support organization, located on Pender Island. Ptarmigan is a “registered charity that was incorporated
as a BC society in 1991”. It was based in Burnaby from 1991 to 1999 and has been on Pender since
2000. The programs offered through Ptarmigan are: Music for Special Needs, Community School of
the Arts, An Elder Music Program, Library Program and Island Mosaic, which is the largest program.
It began in February 2008 and is a “community arts project celebrating the cultural heritage of four of
the Southern Gulf Islands: Pender, Mayne, Saturna and Galiano.” It involves “artists from these four
islands; community arts and cultural groups; and children from the Pender, Mayne, Saturna and
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Galiano Island schools.” Mr. Smith’s proposal for the program was put together with the support of
Superintendent Hopkins. The intent of the program is that the “project will give Outer Gulf Island
children a greater sense of their own identity, their history and the cultural diversity of their
communities.” Mr. Smith is passionate about music and believes strongly in school-community
partnerships and what they should look like. He stressed that his programs and volunteers are there to
support and complement teachers, not replace them and he understands that time is required to build
relationships and rapport. Mr. Hopkins extended an invitation to Mr. Smith to attend the annual District
Retreat on June 2, 2009.

5. TRUSTEE’S SCHOOL REPORTS
 Fernwood Elementary School

Hosted “Gallery in the Schools” program; Fun Fair, May 22; water walk fundraiser in support of
clean water program that runs in India; Marianne Banman offers after school tennis lessons to
students at no cost to the student; PAC meeting tonight, Superintendent Hopkins speaking on
“Strategies for Positive Behaviour Reinforcement”

 Fulford Community Elementary School
Jump Rope for Heart in June; Nature Club kayaking event coming up in June; swimming and tennis
lessons; Grades 3-4 class having a sleep over at the school May 22

 Galiano Community School
Food Forever program – 6 kids from older class with volunteers provided the whole school breakfast
last Monday, they made granola, yogurt and fruit salad, done once per month; students are
interviewing elders about their food history on Galiano, 3 interviews per week, matching students
with own relatives, grandchildren are learning about their grandmothers and how they got their own
food when they were young, each interviewee brings in a recipe; Sports Day with Mayne, Pender,
and Kuper, 115 people present, PAC and Food Forever program supplied food; salmon release
program; Holly and Kurt Ziwicki retiring this year; Jennifer Lucke is welcomed to the school as a
new staff member for next year

 Gulf Islands Secondary School
No report. Trustee Krayenhoff absent.

 Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
Roots of Empathy; ELF; art auction and bake sale; lots of field trips; bike rodeo; grade 8 grad;
theatre workshop sponsored by Mosaic; swimming; Coast Guard Auxiliary visited grade 4-7 class;
beach clean up on Earth Day

 Pender Islands Elem./Sec. School
CRD Duck Tales program in the wetlands; ELF moved into school; field trip to SEEC; planning day
on May 8; parent Jane Gregory was interviewed for the Times Colonist and was a guest on CBC re:
Olympic attendance for all students; Restorative Justice workshop for students coming up; grade 4-5
Maturation Program with nurse from VIHA; Camp Thunderbird on May 22; PAC lunch on May 22;
Spring Leaves kids going to SEEC; school has received request to take 2 Korean students next year

 Phoenix Elementary School
No report. Trustee Krayenhoff absent.

 Saltspring Island Middle School
Students participated in student (electoral) vote; band in Edmonton at present; PAC meeting May
20; May 22 Clubs Day with Aboriginal Education focus; Spring Fling dance May 22; pizza day
coming up

 Salt Spring Elementary School
Students participated in student (electoral) vote; Earth Day and Lights Out Canada were on same
day; Spirits and teachers organized talent show; Margaretha Nordine doing Helmuts for Life;
earthquake drill; swimming in May; gr. 4 and 5 participated in “lock-in”; Jump Rope for Heart;
ArtStarts presentation by Iskwew, First Nations Female Trio

 Saturna Elementary School/SEEC
No report. Trustee Middleditch absent.
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6. CORRESPONDENCE

7. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
(a) District Planning Day

Chair McKenzie thanked everyone who participated in the District Planning Day and Retirement
Luncheon held May 8 at GISS. It was a very successful day and the retirees were honoured at the
luncheon. GITA President John Nicolson, reported that the staff of GISS accomplished much planning
for the 2009/2010 school year and it was a very good day for them.

(b) Board Retreat June 2, 2009
The annual District Retreat will be held at the Harbour House Hotel on June 2, 2009. Superintendent
Jeff Hopkins extended a personal invitation to Patrick Smith of Ptarmigan. Invitations will be sent out
to all Principals and Vice Principals, CUPE, GITA and PAC and community representatives and
students next week.

8. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
(a) Program Delivery Task Force

Mr. Hopkins gave a brief summary of the Program Delivery Task Force meeting held April 21, 2009.
Highlights included:

 Update on professional development and profession growth
 Report from Stella Weinert on how Aboriginal Education students are achieving, but results are

skewed as our number is small; 93 students have presented this year as Aboriginal
 Task force would like to re-invent itself. Membership/name will likely change. Information

from curriculum coordinators is important and the task force has more of an advisory role;
want to redefine and become more focused on education and programs and sustainability, as
well as focusing more on community partnerships.

(b) Educational Field Trip #97 – GISS Students to Greece
Request from GISS teachers for Board approval of an educational field trip to Greece (Athens and
Crete) for cultural and sightseeing experiences from March 4 to 16, 2010 for 18-24 Grade 10-12
students. Trip will consist of curricular and extra-curricular studies. There will be updates before
students leave. Maximum number of students will be 24, likely around 20. The group will fundraise to
decrease the cost for each student.

It was moved and seconded that the Board of Education approve educational field trip #97 for 18-24
Grade 10-12 students to travel to Greece from March 4 to 16, 2010 for sightseeing and cultural study
experiences.

CARRIED 49/09
(c) Educational Field Trip #111 – SIMS Students to Hornby Island

Request from SIMS teacher, Louise Doucet, for Board approval of an educational field trip to Hornby
Island for camping, personal planning and outdoor PE for 30 Grade 8 students June 1 to 4, 2009.

It was moved and seconded that the Board of Education approve educational field trip #111 for 30
Grade 8 students to travel to Hornby Island June 1 to 4, 2009 for camping, personal planning and
outdoor Physical Education.

CARRIED 50/09
(d) French Immersion Recommendation

The French Immersion program is being re-designed at GISS. Students will take two courses in Grade
11 and one in Grade 12. This change will open up more options for students.

At SIMS they are reworking how they organize students by grade. What is the best grouping? They are
also holding back on reporting on evaluation until students can speak French better and are more
comfortable with the language. Looking into using the Accelerative Integrated Method (AIM –
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http://www.aimlanguagelearning.com/index.htm) of teaching French to Grade 5 students. The AIM
method uses songs, rap, plays, dances, gestures, motivational games and animation that appeal to
adolescents to teach beginning and intermediate FSL students. The district is considering contracting a
trainer to mentor our Grade 5 teachers at SIMS, run a pilot program there, then move to the Grade 5
classes in the Outer Islands schools. The cost will come from the French budget.

 (e) New Report Card Template
Kevin Vine created an electronic report card template for Grades 3, 4 and 5. It uses best practice in
assessment and reporting and Performance Standards language to describe students’ abilities in
numeracy, reading, writing and social responsibility. It was piloted at SSE this year and was very
successful. The goal is to use this report card template district wide for all grades.

(f) Educational Field Trip #112 – SIMS Students to Quadra Island
Request from SIMS teachers for Board approval of an educational field trip to Camp Homewood on
Quadra Island for camping, outdoor PE and “year-end bonding adventure” for 24 Grade 6-8 students
May 25 to 28, 2009. Proper informed consent form is forthcoming.

It was moved and seconded that the Board of Education approve educational field trip #112 for 24
Grade 6-8 students to travel to Quadra Island May 25-28, 2009 for camping and outdoor Physical
Education.

CARRIED 51/09
9. CORPORATE FINANCIAL OFFICER’S REPORT

(a) Monthly Financial Report
The monthly expenditure report indicates that with 83.33% of the year completed, 80.55% of the
budget has been expended. We are 2.78% below budget at this time. The amount of sick time used this
April was at an all time high.

(b) SIMS Seismic Report
The seismic upgrading to SIMS began in June 2008 and with 50% completion, the job remains on
budget with the hope that it will still be completed on time. Sub-standard roofing and foundation work
has resulted in delays, but the construction team is doing extra work to get back on schedule. The
Grade 8 wing and the west wing will be substantially completed by the end of May. The next major
focus will be the main school building.

(c) 2009/2010 Five Year Capital Plan Summary
Secretary Treasurer Rod Scotvold presented the Five Year Capital Plan Summary for the 2009/10
school year. There are no capital projects for the 2009/2010 school year.

It was moved and seconded that the Board of Education approve the Five Year Capital Plan Summary
for the 2009/2010 capital year as presented.

CARRIED 52/09
10. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) Work with GISS EAGER Students
Board members continue to meet on Committee Days with the GISS EAGER students to develop a
policy and procedure around environmental issues. Paper use, recycling and water are the main focuses
at present.

11. OTHER BUSINESS
Chair McKenzie reported out that the Board adopted the four-day instructional calendar for the 2009/2010
school year at a Special Board Meeting on April 22, 2009.

12. QUESTION PERIOD
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13. NEXT MEETING DATES
(a) Committee Day – May 27, 2009 at the School Board Office
(b) Regular Board Meeting – June 10, 2009 at the School Board Office

14. ADJOURNMENT
It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

CARRIED 53/09

Date: June 10, 2009 May McKenzie
_ Chairperson

Certified Correct: Rod Scotvold_
Secretary Treasurer


